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Abstract  

This study lists the commercially important swimming crab, Portunus  segnis (Forskål, 1775), 

on the basis of ten specimens collected in March 2020 from two locations of the north west of 

the Persian-Arabian  Gulf, Iraqi coast.  External morphological characteristics and first male 

gonapod G1 were examined, and photographs and illustration of the species are provided. 

Portunus  segnis is the first representative of the genus Portunus from the Iraqi coast. 

Background and Aim: Lai et al., 2010 revised the complex species Portunus pelagicus 

(Linnaeus, 1758) and distinguished four species namely: P. pelagicus (Linnaeus, 1758), P. 

segnis (Forskål, 1775), P. reticulatus (Herbst, 1799) and P. armatus (A. Milne-Edwards, 1861) 

based on morphological and molecular characters. P. segnis is widely distributed commercially 

crab in the Persian-Arabian  Gulf. The aim of the present note is to list another marine crabs 

from the Iraqi coast. 

Methods: The species were collected from two sites of the north west of the Persian-Arabian  

Gulf, Iraqi coast using trawler net. The species were preserved in ethanol 95% after collection 

and deposited in the Marine Science Centre, University of Iraq. 

Results: The specimens were identified based on the key provided by Lai et al., 2010, and P. 

segnis can be recognised by median teeth frontal teeth minute, inconspicuous, almost obsolete. 

Conclusion: The current research is part of an ongoing investigation in Iraq looking at the 

diversity of brachyuran crabs. In the Persian-Arabian Gulf, the blue swimmer crab Portunus  

segnis (Forskål, 1775) is widely dispersed species. However, it is new record for the Iraqi coast. 
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