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Abstract 

Ocean governance is the system including policy development, design and implementation, 

stakeholder influence and the role of non-state actors in decision making in such ways that keep 

our oceans healthy, productive, safe, secure and resilient. Each level has considerable number 

of problems and solutions, all of which are interconnected. Ocean governance has jurisdictional 

and sectoral implications that include wide ranging communities to entrepreneurial and non-

state market driven performers. It also focuses on the ‘blue economy’ and is a significant factor 

in the management of ocean, marine and coastal resources as well as environmental and 

sustainable approaches. However, these topics can include, but are not limited to the fisheries 

and aquaculture, marine debris, shipping, coastal zone management, ocean policies, ecosystem 

based management, sectoral and/or jurisdictional integration, marine protected areas, Law of 

the Sea and other international instruments but also imply challenges to implement these in 

proper manners. For being good management system, it also has a vital responsibility for 

different stakeholders who share their views and opinions. Moreover, the management of 

human activity in the marine environment is a central function of ocean planning; therefore, 

stakeholder involvement will be crucial for the successful development and subsequent 

implementation of marine plans. The range of stakeholder activities, their connection to the 

marine environment and interest in its management are likely to vary considerably on a local, 

regional and national scale. It is realistic to assume that it will not be possible to involve every 

stakeholder all the time; therefore, in order to develop efficient and effective stakeholder 

involvement during the marine planning process, it is sensible to determine who to involve, 

when to involve them, and how to involve them from the outset. This paper discusses the role 

of stakeholders in the marine spatial planning process through consideration of the results of a 

stakeholder analysis. The paper concludes with a proposed mechanism, comprising different 

organizational units of stakeholder involvement for the sustainable resource management and 

utilization in the ocean governance process. 
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